
  

 

ID card scheme is fundamentally flawed and should be shelved  
22 July 2009 

TSSI Systems says it is not enough for the home secretary to only scrap 

plans to make ID cards compulsory, the whole scheme should go. “The 

scheme has been ill conceived from the start. Apart from the outrageous 

costs, people’s privacy is still at risk,” said John Barker, General Manager, 

TSSI Systems Ltd.  

 

“The scheme has already cost up to £200 million of tax payers money and 

is predicted to cost over £4.9 billion in the next 10 years, a preposterous 

amount of money in today’s trying times. But it is the security of personal 

data which should be the primary concern surrounding ID cards especially 

with frequent cases of government data loss, which is reason enough to 

abolish the entire scheme.” 

 

“The scheme may never have worked in the first place as the correct 

security measures were not in place. As biometrics alone is not enough, a 

strong verification technology needs to be applied. In order for an ID card 

scheme to work the data needs to be stored as an algorithmic encryption, this is impossible for even the most sophisticated 

fraudster to decipher,” continued Barker. 

 

“Secondly the storage of the information collected needs to be carefully structured; the biometric data must be stored 

separately from other personal data. This makes it much harder for anyone to obtain enough personal details to steal an 

identity or clone a card.”  

 

“Leaving the system open on a voluntary basis is laughable, who in their right mind would voluntarily hand over biometric 

information to a scheme that is fundamentally flawed? The scheme is currently available in Manchester but only 3,500 people 

have shown interest. If this is rolled out nationwide on a voluntary basis, it is doubtful this number will rise by much.

“The Government needs to stop this hemorrhaging of tax payer’s money at the peril of their privacy and scrap the scheme in its 

entirety.”  

 

 

Print version | Email to a friend |  View other articles  

Latest Access Control articles 

 ID card scheme is fundamentally flawed and should be shelved 

 Checkpoint Systems implements Merchandise Visibility for Charles Vögele 

 Sensor Access Technology reports strong interest in its new GuardPointNET IP Hosted Access Control 

product  

 UWIC ensures safety and security of personnel and students with SALTO XS4 proximity system

 AD Network Video supports the seamless integration and control of NetVu Connected CCTV systems

 Door entry system with Italian styling from Bitron Video 

 Precise Biometrics receives additional order for government ID card project in the Middle East

 Vista's Protos and Lite ANPR systems allow for the accurate capture of number plates 

 Visual Defence 3C allows law enforcement authorities at Frankfurt Airport to manage alarms and CCTV 

cameras from a single command point 
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cameras from a single command point 

 Group 4 Technology partners with DAP to develop a rugged, highly secure and portable security 

solution 
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Other Access Control Resources 

Security websites for specific products: 

Access control and RFID systems - Burglar alarm, intruder alarm and fire alarm systems - Biometric recognition and 

identification systems - CCTV cameras and systems - IT, computer and network security systems - Health and safety

Security guard services - Surveillance and remote monitoring systems 

Security websites for specific markets: 

Bank and financial security - Corporate security - School and education security - Sport event and live venue security

Healthcare and hospital security - Hotel restaurant and casino security - Industrial and manufacturing security

Infrastructure and Utilities security - Home and personal security - Public sector security - Retail security - Small 

Business security - Transport security 
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